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The Problems

• Every Indigenous community has enormous collections of tangible and 
intangible cultural material collected over the long periods of colonialism  
held in archives, museums, libraries and online databases.  

• Significant information about these collections, including individual and 
community names, is missing.

• Indigenous peoples and communities are largely not the legal rights 
holders. 

• Vast amounts of copyright material as well as public domain material is 
being digitized and circulated. Copyright (specific uses and permissions) 
and Public Domain (any uses and no permissions) materials create 
specific problems for Indigenous communities.

• Issues of ownership, as well as the incomplete and significant mistakes in 
the metadata, continue into the digital lives of this material.



Who owns these 
collections? 

1. Role of copyright as a tool 
of colonial dispossession of 
knowledge

2. Social and legal 
entitlements of authorship 
feed into institutional 
organization

3. Colonial logics of exclusion 
and erasure perpetuated in 
transition to the digital





















Communities Customizing TK Labels
Workshops, Localization, Negotiation



Sq’ewlets Band of the Stó:lō
First Nation, BC, Canada











Passamaquoddy Tribe and the Library of 
Congress





MARC record 
changes
Library of Congress | 
American Folklife Center













COMPANY / PRESENTATION NAME !X





Penobscot Nation, Maine





Penobscot Chief Kirk Francis and University of Maine President Susan Hunter, 10 May 2018





Implementing the TK Labels







Local Contexts TK Labels Hub 
 

 
 



Cultural Institution Labels





Local Contexts
www.localcontexts.org

Contact:
Jane.anderson@nyu.edu

http://www.localcontexts.org
mailto:Jane.anderson@nyu.edu

